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Introduction

As an inclusive school, we pride ourselves on ensuring that all students can enjoy and
participate in all aspects of the curriculum and provide numerous pathways. Modification and
the removal of barriers are an intrinsic part of curriculum planning at The Indian Academy
Dubai. This extensive planning ensures that the needs of all groups of students are met
through extension and support material. This ensures full engagement and challenge for all
students of all abilities.

Rationale

* To ensure theright balance between the NCERT/CBSE and National Agenda Parameter
requirements are met.

e To make provisions for Students of Determination as per the Dubai Inclusion Framework.

* To make provisions for Arabic Beginners.

e To transition seamlessly across the grades by bridging learning gaps aligned with the
school Transition Policy.

Adaptations and Modification

As recommended by NCERT 2015 Adaptation refers to adjusting assessments, material,
curriculum, or classroom environment to accommodate a student’s need so that he/she can
participate and achieve the teaching-learning goals.

Enriching Classroom
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Curriculum Planning

Learning goals suiting all students are prepared by the teacher for the active engagement of
children with diverse needs in an inclusive classroom. Teachers use differentiated
instruction techniques and technology for various purposes, modify the physical
environment, integrate adaptive technologies, and adopt culturally responsive language into
the curriculum for curriculum enhancement. The following are a few curriculum adaptations
that help, and more than one can be adapted simultaneously.

e Multi-level Curriculum -Students work at different levels but in the same subject area.

e Curriculum Overlying - Students have different curriculum areas but are involved in the
same activity.

* Alternative Curriculum - Students are involved in some substitute activities to meet the
primary instructional needs when the team feels that the general curriculum-tobe, is not
appropriate for the child. Activities followed in this alternative curriculum are performed
in the classroom.

* Providing Physical Assistance - Students are assisted in completing activities by making
modifications in material and equipment if needed.

e Using Accommodating Material — Using materials that allow the students to get involved
in age-appropriate activities without having prior communicative or cognitive skills. For
example, if a tape recorder is used by a student suffering from dyslexia for listening to
directions, stories, and specific lessons. The student can replay the tape to clarify their
understanding of directions or concepts. Also, to improve reading skills, the student can
read the printed words silently as they are presented on tape.

Student Outcomes and their relationship to the curriculum

For students with severe disabilities/disorders, the "criterion of ultimate functioning" is
often used to guide instructional and curricular planning. In this approach, each student's
long-term outcomes are designated through the IEP process; instruction then focuses on
building skills that will lead to these outcomes in age-appropriate natural settings. The
premise is that effective instruction involves systematic planning to determine the kinds of
skills to be taught and the most effective contexts in which to teach and apply them. Skills
are never taught in isolation from actual performance demands. For elementary-school-age
students, curricular priorities most often involve communication, socialization, self-help,
motor skills, and functional academics. For secondary school-age students, curricular
priorities include employment preparation and placement, personal management, and
leisure.

Differentiation and delivery of content

Adaptation of materials, instruction, assessment, and the classroom environment are
common techniques to help children with a range of abilities to access the curriculum. One
systematic review of inclusive education in both primary and post-primary settings reported
that the most common pedagogical or classroom technique was adaptation of instruction,
such as teaching students to use specific memory techniques to help them remember the
material.
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Curriculum flexibility, breadth, and IEPs:

The school curriculum offered to students with special educational needs is flexible to meet
individual needs of students with special educational needs and it is considered as a higher
priority. A central principle for giving students with special educational needs full access to the
curriculum is that delivery needs to be flexible and tailored to the needs of the individual
student. IEPs are widely used as one way of documenting the modifications each student needs.
In order to ensure the flexibility of the curriculum offered to the students with special
educational needs, the school leader assure the following:

e Teacher attitudes are central to how effectively students with special educational needs can
access the curriculum.

e Tools are generally considered useful in helping students with special educational needs
access the curriculum, such as aids to help visually impaired students.

e |Individual education plans (IEPs) make school experiences of parents and students with
special educational needs more positive, and these plans are considered as useful focus for
communication between staff, parents and students and can support planning and alignment
with both national and CBSE standards.
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Personalizing the Curriculum

Teaching Methodology
There are varieties of teaching methodology used by teachers in an Inclusive classroom to
meet the educational needs of children with and without disabilities.

Universal Design for Learning —(UDL) is used in regular classrooms for inclusive instruction
and special education students, allowing general education students’ access to multiple
ways of learning and creating a greater sense of belonging for students with special needs.
Teachers create a more nurturing, equitable and inclusive space by using strategies.

The three UDL principles

1.Multiple means of representation give learners various ways of acquiring information and
knowledge.

2.Multiple means of expression to provide learners alternatives for demonstrating what they
know

3.Multiple means of engagement to tap into learners’ interests, offer appropriate challenges,
and increase motivation.
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This curriculum-design allows students to spend more time together in a learning
environment, fostering a sense of inclusivity that benefits all students in the end. It also allows
special needs students to see and hear content presented in multiple ways that may increase
their ability to absorb the material, since all students learn in multiple ways.

Differentiated instruction - is a process of teaching and learning for students of differing
abilities in the same class. Differentiated instruction is based on modification of four elements:
content, process, product, and affective/learning environment.

Seven Wonders of Learning - There are several ways learners learn and understand concepts.
Feeling, Touching, Seeing, Hearing, Tasting, Laughing, and Loving are the seven wonders of
learning.

Collaborative Teaching - It is a strategy to teach all the students the same content and meet
the same educational standards. It is method in which general education and special education
teachers work in collaboration to plan lesson teaching strategies, monitor the progress of
students and manage the classroom for overall development of all.

High Five Learning Strategy - The High Five Learning Strategy generates interest and provides
a variety of avenues through which a teaching-learning process can be implemented for
diverse learners.
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Sports and Children with Special Needs- Exercise and sports benefit all children as it
channelizes energy and results in the release of happy hormones which keeps them
healthy and fit. Sports can help in building self-confidence, improving interpersonal
skills and team spirit. It also helps in weight management, which is a common problem
among today’s children

Role of Visual Arts — “Art can level the playing field because children with difficulties
in academic subjects might excel at drawing, painting, acting or dancing and
singing” For example, storytelling using puppets will be more interesting and
interactive.

Benefits of Visual Arts:

* Improves behavior.

* Creates sensory awareness and capacity for self-control.
* Provides therapy.

* Helps cope with behavioral problems.

e Promotes self-esteem and motivation.

e Enhances communication and expression.

Role of Music - Music in any form is a multi-sensory experience. It can be used to develop
sensory perception and psychomotor skills. Music provides a platform through which children
who are unable to speak can express their feelings, ideas, and emotions.
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Benefits of Music:
* Provides therapy.
* Improves cognition.
¢ Develops self-esteem.
e Enhances social skills.
e Reduces behavioral problems.
* Increases self-control.

Role of Dramatics - Drama can act as a potent platform for collaboration and negotiation. In a
mixed abilities group, drama can bring children with special needs closer to others in their peer
group. Drama offers a perfect environment to encourage students to work in a team, thus
developing in them a sense of team spirit, trust and friendship.

Benefits of Dramatics are:
¢ Relieves emotional tension.
* Empowers children.
e Teaches self-regulation.
e Encourages language development.
e Teaches conflict resolution.
e Supports Math and Literacy

Buddy System

The buddy system is a practice of providing academic, emotional and social support to a child
with special needs and helping him in achieving the desired goals Buddy system makes
students feel valued and supported, teaches important social skills and creates a caring ethos
in the school. A Buddy is appointed from the class, keeping in mind the needs and personality
of the student.
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Buddy as a Partner — A Buddy can be paired in several ways:

¢ New admission with older students

* Alow achiever with a high achiever

e Behavioral challenging with adults

e Quiet child with a talkative child.

* Academically bright with one having academic difficulties.

* Buddy can be rewarded in the classroom at regular intervals by teachers.
e The successful buddy can be rewarded in assembly.

e Buddy must be felicitated with a buddy badge.

¢ The successful buddy can orient other students

Rewarding the Buddy — A timely reward of the Buddy helps in maintaining positive behavior
and willingness to help other students. Providing them with the opportunity to lead by
example will reinforce the idea that their accomplishments are, in fact, exemplary.

Integrating Multiple Intelligence in the Teaching-Learning Process
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Monitoring Progress

Curriculum is reviewed at the beginning of every academic year, at the midyear and as and
when required.

Modifications are done to align the existing curriculum as per the NCERT Learning Outcomes
to the framework of international assessments — PISA, TIMSS, PIRLS, ASSET and GL
Assessments such as PT tests.

Modifications are also made by the change in MOE and NCERT guidelines, wherever
applicable.

Any barriers to participation are minimal and students are monitored to recognize their
contributions and interests. More reluctant students are identified, and steps are taken to
ensure this does not compromise their learning experience at TIAD.

In addition to this, the result analysis of external, international benchmark and internal
examinations are considered while modifying the curriculum.

The weak areas are identified, and reinforced, and additional topics are included, if needed,
to bridge the gaps to meet the NA parameters.

Curriculum is further modified to meet the needs of Students of Determination and Arabic
Beginners aligning with the inclusive policy of the school and Dubai Inclusion Framework.
Middle Leaders (HODs) lead the curriculum modification supported by the team of teachers.
The mapped curriculum is vetted by the Head of Section of the respective phase.
Curriculum modifications for the Students of Determination are vetted by the R.I.S.E
department (Inclusion team)

At TIAD Adequate progress is defined in several ways. It might, for instance, be progress which:

Closes the attainment gap between the child and their peers.

Prevents the attainment gap growing wider.

Is similar to that of peers starting from the same attainment baseline, but less than that of
the majority of peers.

Matches or betters the child’s previous rate of progress.

Ensures access to the full curriculum.

Demonstrates an improvement in self-help, social or personal skills.

Demonstrates improvements in the child’s behaviour.
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CBSE Provisions and Concessions

Assessment

Taking into account different learning styles and according to the learning objectives and
outcomes, multiple methods of assessments should be used like:

* Visuals (preparing presentations, maps, diagrams, models, projects etc.)

* |Information and Communication Technology (mobile phones, laptops, tablets etc.)

* Observation (Natural, participant, non-participant, structured and unstructured,
recording etc.) Tools and Techniques of Assessment Oral test, Assignments, Quiz,
Anecdotal Records, Projects, Portfolios and MCQs
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Review and Development
Curriculum review and development is the responsibility of all stakeholders at the TIAD
community who have a distinct role to play:

The team with responsibility for Curriculum conducts rigorous reviews of the curriculum
and is dedicated to ensuring that continues to offer extensive choice and seamless learning
experiences which are innovative, challenging, and purposeful.

The curriculum is reviewed and updated frequently about students’ achievements,
aspirations and priorities.

e Termly curriculum planning meetings attended by all HoDs allow for rigorous review and
ensure seamless transitions between key stages and phases.

* As student achievement continues the curriculum continues to include challenging
content and links to their aspirations and talents.

e The curriculum is celebrated on numerous platforms including our weekly newsletter
and website.

e Parents are kept up to date with all developments and have access to the curriculum of
all subjects to aid the personal development of their children.

e The parental forum is utilized for large-scale changes to the curriculum to ensure that all
stakeholders are consulted and informed.
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